CONCESSIONAL

The soul only grows through love, and in meas-
ure as it sheds hatreds and prejudices and bur-
geons out in new tendrils of sympathy and pity
and reverence, in just that measure will it feel
kinship with all the first souls of the past.

The biographer will have to trace how faults
in such a one dwindle, not by pruning, but by lov-
ing, by affectionate understanding of others, and
die shortcomings that persist will 'hardly be seri-
ous, much less maiming.

The biography of one great man faithfully told
is the history of his whole nation or race up to
that time and contains not a little of the whole
story of man; perhaps, indeed, may adumbrate or
shadow forth the future.

Biographies as a rule are written in very differ-
ent ways; the most usual way is to picture the
outside of a man and the incidents of his life
coolly and more or less dispassionately. All such
biographies, even when written with talent,
might as well be burned, save that now and then
a good work or good story emerges and is re-
membered.

Then there is the biography written by a great
man of a great man, as Plato wrote of Socrates,
lending to the hero the charm of a transcendental
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